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ADDENDA AND CORRIGENDA

It is inevitable that, following publication, new information comes to light and minor errors are 
identified. The following has been noted and it is hoped that this will enhance your enjoyment of the 
book.

Chapter 3: 1885 The Kangaroo Hunt

Page 13 - Additional comments on the surface of the Great North Road come from A. J. Wilson. One 
stretch being described as having:

"a splendid smooth gravel surface"

and another as

"eleven miles of the best road in the world."1

Page 14 - Duffersville was published in late 1889.2

Chapter 4: 1886 The Golden Touch

Page 16 – It was reported that Dan's clerk had disappeared with money entrusted to him to bank, besides 
having collected an unknown number of outstanding accounts, for which he had failed to account.3

Chapter 5: 1886 The Hands-off Safety

Page 19 – an indication of Dan's involvement in the 'Rover' 100 mile race:

“More waiting, and watching of the horizon, is relieved in ten minutes by the vision of Dan Albone, looking
more done up than Dan Albone ever looked before; he has been pace-making, first for Golder and then for 
Smith, all the way from [Biggleswade].”4

Footnote 8 on page 21 refers to the frame brace added after the 24 hour ride of 1886. Mills could have 
ridden Dan's machine if he was the same build since the racing machines in particular were built to order 
and were not adjustable.

Pages 21-22 – the flavour of how the 24-hour bicycle record was achieved on an 'Ivel':

“By and bye, thinking it possible for accidents to delay the record-breaker, I [A. J. Wilson] prepare to go 
out to meet him. C. W. Brown mounts his 'Wasp' and goes along. We plug away through the darkness and 
rain, and begin to cast expectant looks ahead for approaching lamps; but none come! Four miles of this 
sort of thing, and we stop. Either Mills has broken down, or he must have gone a wrong road. Hurriedly 
holding a consultation, we arrange for Brown to search the adjacent lanes, while I pound away as hard as 
I can go to [Biggleswade], expecting that all my fears are about to be realised, and after all I shall be too 
late to check the time to the finish. I think I must have broken the record along that bit of road; I know I 
nearly broke a blood-vessel, and I also find, afterwards, that I have broken my driving-chain, which hangs 
together by one side of the link only, and starts an aggravating clicking just when it is wanted to behave at 
its best.

Mills has taken the wrong way, it transpires, so making the route longer as well as hillier. Thus it is twenty 
to twelve when he reaches headquarters; and the crowd in the town is great. So, throwing official 
regulations aside, I start to lead him up the Potton road, which is more secluded. Down comes the rain, 
and soon we fetch a long bit uphill, at the top of which is the third milestone. Three miles in ten minutes! 

1 Record-breaking on the North Road, Wheel World, October 1886, pp. 442-6 and November 1886, pp. 503-9.
2 CTC Gazette, December 1889, p.244.
3 Bicycling News, 1 October 1886, p.780.
4 Duffersville, p.33.
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Turning here, the pace is forced against the wind, and my chain takes to clicking harder than ever. 
Wondering how it is that I have such difficulty in hanging on to the man who has gone over 260 miles that 
day, I plug along as though for dear life. Two miles are passed, and my watch comes out. One minute to 
twelve is called, as, stooping down to see the time by my lamp-light, I nearly steer into the bank. Go! Is the 
cry at thirty seconds, and Mills goes, with poor me dragging along behind, steering with one hand and 
holding the watch in front of my lamp with the other. Would twelve o'clock never come? The rain almost 
obscures the dial, but at last, just as I am ready to drop off the machine, midnight comes, and the cry of 
'time!' brings as much relief to myself as it must have done to the record breaker.”5

Chapter 6: 1886 Developing the Tandem

Page 24 - A report implies that the first attempt at the 'Kangarover' tandem was made in early 1886 rather 
than in the Autumn of 1885. The report explains how the conversion was made.6

Page 25 - A contemporary report under the title "Free Trade in Tandem Bicycles" briefly describes the 
result of the case as "the patent claimed for tandem bicycles ... has been held to be common property; the 
patent it was sought to uphold having been anticipated."7

The drawing of the tandem by G. Moore (Fig. 40) appears to have right-hand drive which does not seem 
correct for an 'Ivel' of this period but he may have made a mistake.

Page 26 - The CTC Library has a late 1880's photograph of lady-front tandem that might be an Ivel. In 
favour is that it has left-hand drive and the front axle offset for steering angle. Against is the connected 
steering at the handlebars and twin curved tubes. It is difficult to say for sure but there is the possibility the 
machine could in the alternative be a Singer.

The 'Ivel' was registered as a trade mark on 5 November 1886, No. 58,621.

5 Duffersville, p.57.
6 Bicycling News, 5 March 1886, p.354.
7 CTC Gazette, March 1890, p.81.
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Chapter 8: 1887 New Premises and Marriage

Page 39 – A North Road club 50 mile race in which Mills competed was reported to have attracted a crowd 
of 500 to the finish near Biggleswade. Courses had been altered to avoid races passing through 
Biggleswade, after a kindly warning from Biggleswade's Chief Constable to A. J. Hills.8

Page 39 – the arrangements by which the 268 mile 24-hour tricycle record was achieved:

“This [rain] does not prevent thirty-seven men coming to start for the race; and it is rather staggering to 
reflect that each of these thirty-seven has paid an entry-fee of 10s., (unless he is a member of the club, in 
which case he only pays 5s.) ...”9

“There is rather a bewildering system of permissive turning points, on the route paper, but it all comes out 
clear after a little study, when you appreciate the reasons for it all. The committee's idea was to give 
everybody a chance of finishing as near home as possible, instead of compelling the weaker riders to go 
out the whole course, and finish far away from home. So it is ordained that only the bicyclists who compete
for first prize need go out to Norwich, and only the tricyclists who aim at the tricycle gold medal need go 
as far as Dereham. The modest men who, early in the race, decide not to attempt more than the lower 
standards of distances, are allowed to turn back at intermediate points, so that their medals and 
certificates will be won just before arriving at [Biggleswade] for the night.” 10

Arthur J Hills was, in 1887, the CTC Chief Consul for Bedfordshire. Mrs A. J. Wilson, presumably 'Faed' 
Wilson's wife, is noted as the CTC candidate for Bedfordshire. Her address is given as “Knockmaroon', 
Biggleswade” and her club as the North London T.C.11

Chapter 9: 1888 Incorporation

Page 45 - The Biggleswade and District C. C. and the
North Road C. C. were two of the fourteen founder
members of the Road Records Association in 1888,
resulting from a proposal by 'Faed' Wilson.12

Page 45 - This was the year that A. J. Hills was elected
to Chairman of the CTC Council.13 He later, again,
became  Chief Consul for Bedfordshire.14

Page 47 - A contemporary report of riding a machine
fitted with Laming's spring joint (it is not clear
whether the machine was actually an 'Ivel'), stated:

"The frame, as fitted to safeties and tricycles, consists
of a very strong joint fitted to the backbone, at the
bottom of the seat pillar, which allows any amount of
vertical play for the fore part of the frame. A spiral
spring connects the neck with the crank axle, and on
this spring the weight of the rider is carried. When an
obstacle is encountered by the front wheel it rises, and
as there is no rigid connection between the handle-bar
and the saddle, the handles consequently fly back and
upwards, while, owing to the construction of the
frame, the saddle drops down and forwards, not much
it is true but quite enough, it seemed to me, to throw

8 Along the Great North and Other Roads, p.33.
9 Duffersville, p.53.
10 Duffersville, p.54.
11 CTC Gazette, July 1887, p.317.
12 100 Years of Cycling Road Records, Roy Green.
13 CTC Gazette, February 1888, p.51.
14 CTC Gazette, November 1891, p.316.

4

A. J. Hills

Cycling, 25 July 1891



the rider on to the handle-bar if the shock came unexpectedly. The loss of power is manifest.

Another point is this: the front wheel and handle-bar are free to move vertically up and down, only 
controlled by the spring, and independently of the saddle and pedals. When the rider comes to a steep hill 
and begins to pull on the handles, the spring gives and allows them to rise, thus losing much power."15

Page 47 - The CTC Gazette states, with regard to the single-track tandem:

"It was not until the Stanley Show of last year [meaning 28 January to 4 February, 1888 inclusive16] that 
any saleable thing in this line was brought forward. Chief among the machines then exhibited was the 'Ivel'
tandem safety. In this machine the steering is linked by a rod at the side, so that both riders assist in 
controlling and balancing. A specimen having been placed at our disposal, we gave it careful trial, but 
although with a 36in. steerer we believe it would be vastly improved, we are of the opinion - its marvellous 
speed under favourable conditions notwithstanding - this type of machine has not come to stay. On good 
hard roads with a fair wind it is wonderfully speedy, but upon soft surfaces and against the wind we believe
two riders would do far better on singles. We attribute its failure under such conditions to the narrowness 
of the wheelbase , it being contrary to common sense to put, say, five-and-twenty stone on a 30in. wheel 
with a ¾in. tyre, and attempt to drive it at abnormal speed over soft and holding ground. Proof of the 
wisdom of having a broader wheelbase is daily forthcoming as will be shown. Apart from this the 'Ivel' 
tandem safety, like all the machines turned out by its maker, is sound and reliable."17

This report does not state where the rod connection was. The chains on earlier connected examples were to 
the frame tube.

Page 49 - Several reports in the press suggested that the proposed capital of the Ivel Cycle Co. Ltd would 
be £50,000.18 However documents in Bedfordshire and Luton Archives and Records Service indicate that
the capital was as stated.

Chapter 10: 1889 Stanley Dan

H. J. Swindley, the London Editor of The Cyclist, in a
reference to the public image of road racing, stated
that he had met a landowner at a dinner with an estate
astride the North Road "somewhere between Hitchin
and Peterborough" who, on being complimented
about the condition of the roads in his county,
retorted:

"Yes, we spend two or three thousand a year upon our
roads ... make them the best in the kingdom, with the
result ... every summer hordes of ragamuffin cyclists,
who ride races and make records upon them, frighten
our horses and knock down old women and children".

Swindley went on to state that Biggleswade folk now
hated, as much as they had previously loved, road
racing: this roused Dan to deny the assertion about his
fellow townsfolk and, moreover, to state that the
landowner concerned did not oppose road racing.19

Chapter 11: 1890 The Pneumatic Tyre

Page 55 - It is interesting to note that the new 100
mile record set by Edmund Dangerfield on an 'Ivel'
safety is recognised in an advertisement.

15 CTC Gazette, April 1888, p.143.
16 Bicycling News, 10 December 1887, p.158.
17 CTC Gazette, January 1889, p.10.
18 See for example, CTC Gazette, March 1888, p.96.
19 Along the Great North and Other Roads, p.27-28.
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Cartoon, Cyclist Christmas Number 1889 and Yearbook 1890.
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100 mile record advertisement, Cycling, 23 May 1891.
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Outside the Ivel Works 1892, 'Faed' speaking to a tricyclist, Cycling, 31 December 1892

Rounding Tingey's Corner, 1891



The Ivel Cycle Co. had at this time appointed C. Breyer Père et
Fils, of 231 Boulevard Péreire, as its Paris agents.20

Chapter 12: 1891 The Child Carrier

It was reported that Dan had extensively tested the Boothroyd tyre.
While it had punctured four or five times in several places in no
case had a repair been unsuccessful.21

A. J. Sheen, of Cardiff, the holder of the starting and flying
quarter-mile solid-tyre safety records elected to race on an 'Ivel' for
the 1891 season as did R. E. Scales, of the Inflexible and
Polytechnic Cycling Clubs.22

Business was so good it was reported that another large workshop
was built, capable of holding 50 or 60 workmen, and the offices
had also been enlarged. Overtime was worked yet there was still a
backlog.23

A double child carrier was reported to be considered but this does
not appear to have been marketed.24

20 Le Veloce Sport, 28 August 1890, p.11
21 Cycling, 1891, p.16.
22 Cycling, 1891, p.54.
23 Cycling, 1891, p.133.
24 Cycling, 15 August 1891, p.52.
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The Ivel Cycles stand at the National Show, Cycling, 28 January 1893.

awarded at the Fête.

Cycling, 22 July 1893



It was reported that G. Bischof & Co. of Cologne had given glowing praise to the 'Ivel' where they were in 
high repute and much sought after.25

Pages 60-61. The cartoons, Figures 96 and 97, should correctly be attributed to The Cyclist Christmas 
Number for 1889 and Year Book for 1890. Further, the final sketch was unfortunately omitted and is now 
reproduced (page 6).

Chapter 13: 1892 A Billiard Table Arrives

J. W. Russell Wall was appointed to represent the Ivel Cycle Co. in the South and West.26

Chapter 14: 1893 Voluntary Liquidation

It was reported that the Ivel agency with Biggs, Wall & Co. had terminated and the Ivel Cycle Co. Ltd had 
opened a depot at 22 Finsbury Pavement, London, EC.27

Ivels were displayed at the second annual Northern Counties Trade Exhibition, held at the Gentleman's 
Concert Hall, Manchester.28

Also, it was reported than Dan was exporting to the Continent with particular mention of a batch of ladies 
Ivel's exported to France.29

Chapter 15: 1894 Back from the Brink

Page 69 - The references to race conduct and Tingey's Corner are illustrated by the George Moore sketch, 
below, which appeared in Cycling in connection with the Bath Road 100 in 1891.30

Chapter 17: 1896 Made Specially to Order

Page 73 - The source from which Figure 117 was obtained - The Ivel Works, 1896 is: The Cycling World 
Illustrated, 15 July 1896, p.421.

An article in The Hub, under the title "Baby Carriers - Good for Country Roads but not for Crowded 
Streets" suggested that crowded city streets with traffic, cobbles, and tram-lines were not the place to use a 
baby carrier. Dan's Child Carrier was not specifically named, however.31

Chapter 19: 1898 Enter The Motor Car

Dan, riding with Lewin, made the 10-mile tandem record at 19 min. 59.6 secs. This record stood until 
1948. It is not clear whether this was a flying start or standing, it is assumed it was the latter and that Dan 
was the stoker.

25 Cycling, 24 October 1891, p.212.
26 Cycling, 6 February 1892, p.45.
27 Cycling, 11 February 1893, p.81.
28 Cycling, 4 March 1893, p.137.
29 Cycling, 19 August 1893, p.78.
30 Cycling, 22 August 1891, p.77.
31 The Hub, 22 August 1896, p.104.
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Ivel cycle spanner measuring approximately 5 inches long
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The Biggleswade Millenium Window 2000



Page 110 - In 2000 the Biggleswade Millenium Window, designed by Petri Anderson, was made and 
installed in the Church of St Andrew, Biggleswade, by Chapel Studio of Hunton Bridge, Hertfordshire. 
Among the scenes contained in the Window is Dan's Ivel Agricultural Motor.

Chapter 27: Addendum

Page 105 - A 1911 advertisement for the 'Ivel' Agricultural Motor is now reproduced.

Appendix 3: Dan's Race Results

1883, Page 124, racing at Huntingdon on Whit Monday, Dan placed first - "won fairly easily" in the Two 
Miles Open Handicap.32

1884, Page 124, at the Huntingdon Athletic Sports meeting on 2 June, Dan was second to Ennals in the two
mile race.

1884, the Biggleswade Fête meeting was on 4 August rather than 13 August.

32 Bicycling News, 18 May 1883, p.310.
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Ivel Agricultural Motors Ltd advertisement 1911
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